Advancing the Heritage of Armenians in Jewellery

Armenian Jewellers Foundation to
Award 50 New Scholarships Globally in 2016

Geneva, February 2016 -- The Armenian Jewellers Foundation (AJF) has announced it will grant 50 new
scholarships in 2016. The AJF scholarships program promotes new capacity in the jewellery and diamond
sector both in Armenia and the Diaspora. Graduates are expected to gain solid knowledge in gemstones,
including diamonds, helping them embark on new careers in the jewellery sector.

In Armenia, applicants are called to apply for study in the full-time intensive Diamond Grading program at the
Armenian Gemological Laboratory and Academy (AGLA). Applicants from the following communities will be
considered: residents of Artsakh and Armenian provinces, Syrian Armenians, Diasporans. More information
and forms may be requested in writing AJF or info@gemology.am.

In Canada, the AJF program exclusively supports recent Syrian Armenian refugees. Among the tens of
thousands of Syrian Armenian expatriates who relocated to Armenia and elsewhere, a significant number chose
to apply for residency in Canada. Therefore, newcomers from this community in Canada who wish to study
gemology at the Ecole de gemmologie de Montréal (EGM) may apply for AJF grants. More information and
forms may be obtained in writing from AJF or info@egmtl.com.

On January 28, 2016, a group of 13 new Syrian Armenian refugees already began their studies at EGM. They
were chosen from close to 43 applicants who attended AJF’s information sessions. The previous class of
expatriates who completed their Gemology 1 and Diamond Grading laboratory courses were invited on January
27 to EGM to receive their ‘Attestation’ certificates. Of the latter, 7 graduates were selected to continue their
studies in Gemology 2. “We are extremely lucky to have this opportunity to learn at such a reputable Canadian
institution, which is giving us top knowledge and expertise. I am confident this will help all of us integrate and
improve our employment prospects. Thanks to AJF I was recently offered a new job and re-launched my career
as a jeweller in Canada,” said student Viken Apkarian.

“We wholeheartedly thank our AJF Scholarship Fund sponsors for supporting our educational mission, as well
as refugee integration efforts. We look forward to partnering with new patrons, and promoting more young
talents in becoming the next generation of industry leaders,” said AJF Chairman Pierre Akkelian. “Our
sponsors’ generosity has allowed AJF to grant 45 scholarships to-date to students from Armenia, Artsakh, Syria,
Iraq, Georgia and Lebanon. Namely, we recognize the Birks Family Foundation, Canadian Jewellers
Association, Jewelers Mutual Insurance, Ecole de gemmologie de Montréal, Armenian Gemological Laboratory
and Academy, Invessa Financial & Insurance company, Melisende Diamonds, AJA Ontario, AJA Montreal, as
well as Pierre Hajjar, Lucy Kilisian, Alfred Boghossian, Apkar Papazian, Habib Malo, Levon Yappar, Vahe
Urun, Diran Avedian, Harout Missirian and Sylvia Minassian.”

The Armenian Jewellers Foundation was established in 2013 to advance the heritage of Armenians in jewellery.
Its mission is to undertake historical research, document new success-stories and ensure the transfer of
knowledge to the younger generation. AJF calls on its patrons and supporters, as well as the wider
community to help provide young Armenians with new opportunities for a better future through
quality education and training. Make an impact today by becoming a sponsor, donate via our website
by credit card or contact us for more information at info@aijf.foundation.
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2U8 NUYGrhALEPh ZbULUMUUL 50 NRUNRULUYUL
HUUTSLALZLEN USCUUUCE 2USUUSULNRU b UPSNRNLNRT

Zuyy Nuljkphsubph Zhdbwnpudp (AJF) haynuwpupnd E np 2016p.-ht 50 ntuwbinnubph jupdwbimgih ntunidbmui
npudwounphubiph: Zhdbwgpudh gpudwpiunphuyhtt Spwghpp hnnd niih tywunkne unp
huwpwynpnipjniutiiph qupqugdwinp nuljtgnpénipjut b wpudwinugnpsénipjut njnpunbkpnid, hiywhu
Zuyuunwinud, wytytu £ Uhyniepnid: Nuwtnnubpp junnwbwt hhdungh ghnbjhpubp puuupdtp pupbph, wy
pyYnud wmnwdwnubph yepupbkpyuy, htsp Yoquh tpug hknwqu jujugdwtp nuljkgnpénipjui b
wnuiwinuqnpénipjul njnpunud:

Zujuunuinid «Unudwtnh nuuuljupgniud» duubughnntpjudp ntuwttint hwdwnp ghunppubpp upnn Gu hwyn
ubpuyugul] Zuyjuub Zkduninghuljut Lwpnpunnphw b Ujuntdhwht (AGLA): Upgnypht Jupnn tu
dwubulgly htnlyw) hwdwjupubph nhunpyubpp. Upgupy, Zujwunwith dwpgbp, Uhphwhwyy hwdwgup b Ughyninp:
Lpwgnighs mbknkimpiniubpnh hwdwp nhudnppubtpp yupnn Bu qpbp AJF-ht jud AGLA-ht (info@gemology.am):

Gubwunuynid AJF-p Jhpwlwbwguh hp tnp Spughpp h tyquun yEpghtt opowith uhphwhuwy thwppunwljutiubph:
Zuyuutnw b wynip mbnuihnfuduws nuwutyul hwqupuynp nupwghp vhphwhwytph pynud qquih dh dwua
hwugpuily £ bwb Ywhugunid: Munhl Ywbugw qunpws uhphwhwy hwdwjiph tbpuyugnighsubpp, ndptp
guujnipni niukt unynpbknt Unuiptwh htddninghuyh htunhunninnud (EMG), jupnn ki dwutwulgly
Yutwunuynid wugjugynn npudwinphuyhtt dpgnypht: Uk h dwbtpudwub nknbyniemnitttph b hwynp dup
unwwnt hwdwp nhunpyubpp Yupnn Eu gplp AJF-h jud EGM-ht (info@egmtl.com):

2016p. hnitJwuph 28-ht, 13 uhphwhuwy hwpunwlwbbp wpnku huly ujul) v ppkug nunidtwnnipmniup EMG-nud:
‘Lpwip pnipyty B AJF-hu phdws 43 nhunppubph fudphg: Vwjunpng opowith «2Eduninghw-I» b «Unudwnh
nuuulupquuty uhphwhuwy oppwtmupwnbpp hniiunph 27-ht hpwdhpyty Ehn EGM unnwiwnt hpkg
wnbkunwynpiub Juyuljuitkpp: Lpuughg 7-u pinpyty Eu «Eddninghw-II» dwutwghwnnipjudp
nuuptpwgubphtt dwubwlgbint hwdwp: «Uklp owwn nipwfu Eup, np htwpwynpnipnt nittkp ntuwbibjne
htnhtwlwynp wyu jubwnulwi hwunwnnippiuntd, npp nwhu E pupdp ghnbhpubp b thnpd: Junnwh B, np uw
Ukq pninphu Yoquh hinkgpdbtnt b pupljudbne dbp qpundugnipjut hknpwuljwupubpp: Sunphhy AJF-h, dkpetpu
hud tinp wojuwnwtp wnweownpltghtt b bu Yubwnuynid Ykpunht uljuigh hd juphkpwt npybtu nuljtphy»,- wund £
niuwting 9hgbu Upjupbtwn:

«Uktp mtiswth puinphwljuy Eup AJF-h Yppwpnowluyhtt $nunh hnquuwynputphtt dbp Yppujutt wnwptinipjuit nt
thwiunwlubitph hwnbgpuwi gwipkphtt wewlghint hwdwp: Zniuny kup wywquynid jhudwgnpswlghip tnp
wowljhgkph htwn Lu b Jayuwuinkip nwwnubnudnp hwy kphnwuwpyibph hwenpy ukpinhl, nnpuntd
wnwowwpp puniwnt gnpdhi, hwynwpupkg AJF-h junphpnh twpwquh @htp Uppljjutp:

«Uhs wyuop dkp hnwbwynputiph sunphhy npudwonphtbph Eu wpdwiugty 45 ntuwingubp Zwjwuwnwithg,
Upgujuhg, Uhphwjhg, Ppwphg, Ypuutnuthg b Lhpwbwihg: Uwubwynpuybu pupdp Eip quuhwnnid «Birks»
punwukljwb hhdtwnpudh, Ywhwnwih nujkphsutph dhnipjut, Jewelry Mutual Insurance»-h, Unupbtwjh
htduninghwyh htunhuninh (EMG), Zuyjufwi Zkduninghwljub Lwpnpunnphw b Ujugtdhuwgh (AGLA), «Invessa
Financial & Insurance company»-h, «Melisende Diamonds» puljtpnipjul, «<AJA Ontario»-h, «AJA Montreal»-h, hisyjtu
twl Ohjtin Zwewnh, Lntuh Lhjhujwih, Updptn Mnnnujuth, Upqup Guhwqyuih, Zuphp Uwyngh, Lunt 8wthwph,
Jwht Nipniuh, Shpwt Udbwnywth, Zupnip Uhuhpjwih b Uhpdhw Uhtwyywih wewlgnipiniup», wykjugpkg
wupnt Uppljjwmtn:

AJF-p untinsdyty k2013 plulwihi, bywnwl niikbwng qupqugit) hwy nukpsnippui dunwgnipniip’
yuundwlub htnmwugnunipiniuttph, dkpopju hwennmipjniuubph quytpugpdwi b inp ukpunht dwuttughnwljut
ghwnbkjhputph thnfjumigdwt dhgngny: AJF-p §ns E winid unp hndwbwynpubphtt dhwiwnt hp wnwpkjnipjuip
nunuinuynp iphnwuwpnubpht npuljju) Yppnipntt nt duubughnwlw ghnbihpubph vhongny thuyni
wywqu pudknknt Ukg: Lpugnighy nnbknklnipiniutibph, fud spugqph hndwbwynp puntiwnnt hwdwp nhubkp
info@ajf.foundation hwugtht:
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Syrian Armenians in Canada selected to begin courses at EGM during an event on January 22

Graduation ceremony at AGLA in Armenia (2015)
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The graduate class of AJF students after receiving their certificates on January 27, 2016
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